Strathfieldsaye Primary School

PAWS for Kids
We are proud to introduce the new PAWS for Kids program at Strathfieldsaye Primary School. This
innovative program will focus on supporting students socially, emotionally and academically.
Over the years, research has shown the benefits that School Support Dogs can have on children’s
psychological development, social skills and self-esteem. A number of schools across Australia have now
introduced canine companions into the school day to contribute to student wellbeing.
The PAWS for Kids program at Strathfieldsaye Primary School features two very special components – our
very own canine companions, Murphy and Sadie.

Murphy

Sadie

It took a long time to find Murphy and Sadie because their breed had to be carefully selected for
temperament, allergy sensitivity and intelligence. They are Australian Cobberdogs – which is recognised as
a breed in development. These dogs star in therapy settings and are used in a variety of services. Murphy
and Sadie were carefully selected by the breeder at Spring Hills Australian Cobberdogs – who is also a
clinical psychologist.

Program Opportunities:
PAWS for Kids Values
The Paws for Kids program will support SPS CORE school values
which include Caring, Optimism, Respect and Excellence.
•

Caring: Students will learn to care for Murphy and Sadie
by providing them with water, exercise and lots of love.

•

Optimism: Murphy and Sadie will help to create a safe
and empathic environment which will help students to
feel valued and special. Dogs can help students to
develop emotional regulation.

•

Respect: Students will learn respectful handling techniques as well as when to give Murphy and
Sadie some space. Teaching students to respect a dog will help them learn to respect other people
and themselves.

•

Excellence: Taking care of Murphy and Sadie will help students develop commitment, learn the
importance of consistency and it will help them build self-confidence.

PAWS for Kids Wellbeing
Murphy and Sadie will regularly visit classrooms to ‘check in’ on the school day. They will also work from
the office to help lower cases of stress or anxiety – and to lift the spirits of students who need support.
Murphy and Sadie have already shown intuition beyond their young age with their recognition of student
stress and their ability to provide comfort.

PAWS for Kids Lunchtime Club
This club will provide older students with the opportunity to work collaboratively with other peers to help
teach Murphy and Sadie new things. Younger students will have the opportunity to interact with them and
help in other ways.

PAWS for Kids Reading
As Murphy and Sadie progress in their training they will also assist with reading programs. Research has
found that School Support Dogs help to relieve anxiety in students who find reading challenging - because
they help to build confidence.

PAWS for Kids Rewards – Special Time with Murphy or Sadie
Students who are working hard and trying their best will have the opportunity to earn a special reward –
time with Murphy or Sadie doing what kids and dogs do best: playing, walking, grooming and just hanging
out. A staff member will supervise all interactions between the dogs and the students.

Training
Murphy and Sadie will receive regular training so that we can maximise their full potential in this
important role. They will be known as the ‘School Support Dog’ and will wear a vest just like any other
service dog as their training progresses.

Potentially Asked Questions:
1) What if my child has allergies?
Murphy and Sadie have been especially bred so that their coats are hypoallergenic. Please discuss
any potential student allergy with your classroom teacher. Two staff members who are allergic to
dogs, snuffed Murphy’s coat deeply – and had no reaction at all.
2) What is an Australian Cobberdog anyway?
This link might help: http://www.the-australian-cobberdog.com/
3) What if I don’t want my child to participate in the PAWS for Kids program?
A permission note will be sent home via Compass – you can register your preference there.
4) What if my child is scared of dogs?
Any interaction with Murphy and Sadie will be purposeful – students will not be forced to
participate in activities with Murphy or Sadie.
5) Are School Council aware of this program?
Absolutely, this program has been endorsed by School Council
6) Are there any rules regarding Murphy?
When students were introduced to Murphy and Sadie they were asked to pat them from the
collar back – as well as the chest area. They also know not to run up and pat Murphy or Sadie
randomly as they are walking through the school or to call them as they pass. This will avoid any
confusion during training.
7) Who owns Murphy?
The Acting Assistant Principal, Julie Ladd, owns Murphy and Sadie and will pay for all of their
expenses and training. Murphy and Sadie were especially purchased to become a School Support
Dog at Strathfieldsaye PS.
Like to know more? Please see the links below.
School Support Dogs:
http://www.deakin.edu.au/about-deakin/media-releases/articles/squirt-the-therapy-dog-helps-raisechildrens-literacy-levels
http://fisherpub.sjfc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1313&context=education_ETD_masters
https://www.businessinsider.com.au/why-every-school-should-bring-dogs-into-the-classroom-2015-8
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.2752/089279302786992775?journalCode=rfan20
Support Dogs and reading assistance:
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-22/story-dogs-improving-the-literacy-of-primary-schoolstudents/6562756
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-10/story-dogs-help-kids-read-literacy-skills/8341060
http://theconversation.com/how-dogs-could-make-children-better-readers-74735
http://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/4209359/four-legged-friends-boost-student-learning-photosvideo/

