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Principal’s Report 
 

Welcome to 2023 
I would like to welcome everyone to the start of the 2023 school year and give a special welcome to all of our new 
students and their families. Our students have settled into their classroom routines and they are building positive 
relationships with their peers and teachers across the school. The Grade 6 buddies have been excellent helpers for 
our new Foundation students and have been a great support as the little ones get use to school life.  
 

Let’s Get Moving Performance 
Next Thursday 16 Feb, we are inviting our family members to come and watch our students perform their Stepping 
into Summer routines that they have been learning with Alli Watts during our Start Up Program. The performance will 
be held on the undercover area starting at 5.45pm. We hope you can join us at this fun family catch up and don’t 
forget to bring along your fold up chairs!  
 

School Photos  
On Thursday 9th March, Leading Image will be assisting us once again with our school photos. All students in the 
school will have an individual photo and class photo taken and parents are invited to purchase these  photos by    
placing an order through the Leading Image website www.leadingimage.com.au. Family photos can also be      
arranged by making a booking on the website before 4.30pm on Wednesday 8 March. Refer to page 4 for more info. 
 

Arrival and Departure Times   
We are aware that arrival and departure times for students may vary depending on family circumstances and 
transport arrangements for each family, however if possible, it is best if students arrive between 8.40 and 8.50 so that 
they are ready for the start of the school day when the first bell goes at 8.50am. We have teachers on duty between 
8.45am and 9.00am and also after school between 3.30pm and 3.45pm for students who may need assistance.  
 

If you need to drop your child at school prior to 8.40am or if you are unable to pick them up before 3.50pm, 
we  recommend that you enrol them in our OSHClub program, to ensure their safety and long term wellbeing.  
 

To ensure that our attendance rolls are accurate, if your child arrives at school after 9:00 am, they will need to go 
straight to the Office so that they can be signed into Compass and be given a token to pass on to their classroom 
teacher. If your child needs to leave school at any time for an appointment and/or for an early dismissal, parents or 
carers need to come into the Office to arrange collection and to allow Office staff to record the early departure time. 
Please note that unless a request is received in writing, students can only be released to a known adult. Similarly, 
students cannot leave the school ground by themselves at any time throughout the school day unless a written   
request from a parent/guardian is sent to the school and permission is given by the Principal.  
 

Parent/Guardian/Visitor Sign-in and Sign-out  Requirements 
For emergency purposes, all parents/guardians and visitors who are in the school during the school day, between 
9.00am – 3.30pm, must sign in on the Passtab device in the School Office on arrival and sign out when departing.  
 

Newsletters Distributed Fortnightly   
Compass, our online communication portal, is our main communication device and it enables us to send important 
messages to our school community on a regular basis and at point of need, which is a real benefit to our school. In 
addition to the other messages sent out on Compass, we also distribute a school newsletter on a fortnightly basis 
which highlights the important events and contains valuable information for our school community. 
 

2023 Curriculum Days and Student Learning Interview Days 
Term 1 Week 4: Wednesday 22nd February - Meet and Greet Interviews (students only attend at interview times)  

Term 2 Week 1: Monday 24th April - Teacher Professional Learning Session (pupil free day) 

Term 3 Week 1: Wednesday 12th July - Student Learning Interviews (students only attend at interview times)  

Term 3 Week 7: Monday 21st August - Teacher Professional Learning Session (pupil free day) 

Term 4 Week 8: Friday 24th November - Report Writing Day for Teachers (pupil free day) 
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Mobile Phones & Wearable Communication Devices  
We understand that students may bring a personal mobile phone or a wearable communication device to school, particularly if they are travelling inde-
pendently to and from school. Students who choose to bring mobile phones to school must have them switched off and stored in the school office during 
school hours. Students who have the Principal’s approval must place their phone in the school office before 9.00 am and them for collect them 
from the Office at 3.30 pm. Wearable communication devices, such as watches, can be switched on throughout the day, but the communication func-
tion must be turned off during school hours. Please refer to our Mobile Phones and Wearable Communication Devices Policy for further details. 
 

Playground Safety 
To prevent accidents, students are not permitted to ride bikes, scooters or skate boards in the school or across the front of the school at any time.         
To ensure safety for all our students, we do not allow students to play on the playground equipment before school at any time; and students 
are only allowed to play on the equipment after school if supervised by their parents. Please also note that school rules related to playground and 
equipment use apply at all times. 
 

Annual Privacy Reminder  
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where permitted by law, as 
stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy. Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found on our website 
www.strathps.vic.edu.au/privacy-information. For more information about privacy, see Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for parents 
 

Student Insurance Schemes  
It is important to remind parents that the Department of Education and Training (DET) does not provide personal accident insurance for students and 
that parents/guardians are responsible for paying the costs of medical treatment for injured students, including transport costs e.g. ambulance. Student 
insurance can be privately purchased and is available from commercial insurers. The DET cannot advise parents/guardians on whether to purchase a 
student accident policy or which policy to purchase 
 

Ambulance Cover  
We also strongly advise all parents to join an Ambulance cover scheme because the costs for transport can be very high. In the event of an emergency 
requiring additional medical intervention it is a DET requirement that we call an Ambulance to transport children to hospital irrespective of whether par-
ents have ambulance cover or not. While this decision is not taken lightly, and we will make every effort to contact parents, this is not always possible 
and can be costly for families without ambulance cover.  
 

Safe Travel To and From School  
It is important that parents discuss their expectations about how their children travel to and from school and how to be safe. It is safer if the students 
travel directly to and from school and that they do not play in transit.  
 

Non Smoking Area  
As a government department, the school is a non-smoking area and smoking is not permitted anywhere on the school grounds 
 

Personal belongings  
All belongings, including clothing, must be clearly marked with the student’s name and should be checked regularly to ensure all items remain clearly 
marked. Please do not allow students to bring valuable items to school as the DET and Strathfieldsaye Primary School do not hold insurance for person-
al property and valuable items brought to school by students, staff or parents.  
 

Money brought to school   
It is requested that money be sent in a sealed envelope with the student’s name, home group, amount and the reason for its enclosure on the front of 
the envelope. Any money that is be sent to school with your child must be handed directly to the office. When siblings bring money for other family mem-
bers, please mark this clearly on the envelope with written details of each student, home group and teacher 
 

Dogs on School Grounds  
Please also note that, with the exception of education support dogs and therapy/guide dogs, dogs are not permitted in the school grounds and we would 
ask parents not to bring dogs to school, even if they are on leads. 
 

Safe Driving and Parking around School  
We have been advised by the City of Greater Bendigo to alert parents to the following information regarding parking and driving near schools.         
The responsibility for student safety is an important one for the whole community and I would ask all drivers to take particular care around school zones.  
 

“The illegal parking of vehicles adjacent to schools is a major concern to the safety of children, pedestrians and other road users. Parents are reminded 
that it is essential to comply with the parking restrictions when dropping off and collecting children from school. Motorists must not stop in no stopping 
areas, even briefly, with or without the motor running. They must not stop next to a continuous yellow edge line, park or drive on resident’s nature strips, 
too close to school crossings, park over driveways or double park.  
 

A number of schools have time restricted areas that assist with the pickup and drop off of students and these restrictions must be adhered to.         
Drivers should also be aware that they cannot perform a U-turn over an unbroken or continuous dividing line. The law requires that a driver 
approaching a children’s crossing must drive at a speed at which the driver can, if necessary stop safely before the crossing. Please slow down and take 
extra care when driving in school zones.   
 

City of Greater Bendigo Parking Officers and Bendigo Police will conduct random patrols throughout the school year to ensure that motorists 
are adhering to the road rules.”  
 

Kind Regards, Cindi Bruechert, Principal  
Cindi.Bruechert@education.vic.gov.au 



2023 Term Dates for SPS Students 

Terms From To 

2023 Term 1 Monday 30th January Thursday 6th April 

2023 Term 2  Wednesday 26th April Monday 23rd June 

2023 Term 3 Monday 10th July Monday 15th September 

2023 Term 4 Monday October 2nd Monday 20th December  

Our House Captains for 2023, what a great group of young leaders!!  
 
Bowles (Blue): Hudson S, Bradley R, Milla M and Elodie W 
 
Mannes (Green): Ruby V, Ruby P, Ava G and Angus M 
 
Ryall (Gold): Izzy T, Abby O, Wes N and Charlie G 
 
Somerville (Red): Taylor C, Zander W, Scarle  W and Sophie B 

SPS House Captains 



 

2023 School Photo Day  

Our school photo day this year will be on Thursday 9th March. To order your school photos: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Please note: Family photos must be ordered online before 4.30pm on Wednesday 8th March.  
Please ensure your family photo orders are placed before this time as once this time passes,  

the option for a family photos disappears from the online booking platform. 

 Go to www.leadingimage.com.au 
 Click on Order Your School Photos 
 Select your State 
 Enter your special unique Access Key 
 Access Key MTU3RZBX 



School Run4Fun Colour Explosion   
Friday March 10th 

 
Did you hear the exciting news? We are hosting a  

School Run4Fun Colour Explosion on Friday 10th March. 
This event will be an awesome experience for all students and provide our school with the opportunity 

to raise funds for student resources and equipment.  
 

 Parents and friends are invited to attend this event as they watch students race through obstacles  
towards the finish line through bright clouds of colour, filling the air with fun and laughter!.  

All students have received their sponsorship booklet and can now create their online profile  
at www.australianfundraising.com.au.  

 
There are lots of interactive features and big prizes are up for grabs!   

Let's make the most of our resources and start fundraising now!  

Parents and Friends Committee  

The Parents and Friends Committee of Strathfieldsaye  Primary School are currently seeking expressions of         
interest from parents and guardians who may like to volunteer and assist with school events and activities.   

  
Examples of how you can assist include Fundraising activities, Fathers and Mothers Day stalls, Book Fairs, Community
Fair and more! 
  
  

Our first meeting for 2023 will be held on Friday February 17th at 2:30pm in the school 
office. Please RSVP to Rebecca.soulsby@education.vic.gov.au  

  
We would love to have new parents join us and it’s a great way to develop new friendships. 



Feb 15th   Foundation Rest Day  

Feb 16th   Start Up School Concert  arrive at 5.45pm for a 6.00pm start 

Feb 22nd   Meet and Greet Teacher Interviews  
 Foundation Rest Day 

Feb 24th   Assembly 2.35pm  
 Special Canteen Lunch  

Feb 26th   Strathfieldsaye PS Community  

Mar 1st   Foundation Rest Day 

Mar 9th  School Photos 

Mar 10th   Colour Fun Run 
 Assembly 2.35pm 

Mar 13th   Labour Day—Public Holiday 

Mar 15th - 20th   NAPLAN Grade 3 and 5  

Mar 15th   The Cyber Safety Program Parent Online Session  

Mar 16th  The Cyber Safety Program Grade 4 - 6  

Mar 18th   Ride 2 School Day  

Mar 20th - Apr 4th   SPS Easter Raffle  

Mar 21st   Harmony Day / Musical Performance—Dress in Orange  

Mar 22nd   School Athletics Grade 3 - 6  

Mar 24th   Assembly 2.35pm 

Mar 30th   Junior School Council Casual Clothes Day  

Mar 31st   Special Canteen Lunch  

April 6th   Assembly 9.15am  
 School Cross Country  
 Term 1 Concludes - Early Finish 2.30pm  

April 7th - 10th   Easter Weekend 

April 24th   Term 2 Curriculum Day  - Pupil Free Day 

April 25th   Anzac Day—Public Holiday  

April 26th - 27th   First Day of Term 2 for Students 
 Grade 4 Camp - Billabong Ranch  

Important Dates 



 

SPS STEM Program 2023 
This year SPS is implementing STEM as a specialist area for all students P-6. STEM is an acronym for 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics, and incorporates the elements of the Science 
curriculum as well as the technologies curriculum incorporating Design and Technology as well as the 
Digital Technologies.  
 
Design and Technology curriculum is all about using the principles of engineering and design to solve 
problems. These problems can be as simple as making a small bridge, or as large as solving          
Australia’s future energy needs and dealing with climate change. In addition to this there are also     
elements of food and fibre production, materials and technologies and food specialisations. All of the 
design elements are covered using a process of investigating potential solutions, generating ideas and 
designing plans, producing and evaluating the final product in relation to the original problem posed.  
In this element of STEM, resilience, patience and tenacity is required, and often we learn more from 
our failures, than from our successes. 
 
The Digital Technologies component is based on digital systems which students are familiar with at on 
a daily basis.  The elements of the curriculum focus on data and information- how digital systems 
store, share and manage data within itself and how that data may be transmitted over different        
networks both public and private. Digital Systems, which is the different components of digital devices, 
mainly listed as input, output and storage elements. The final element is creating digital solutions 
which involves coding and programming using a variety of different tools.   

 

A Message from our School Chaplain 
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce myself. My name is                   
Lynley Jordan. I am the Chaplain here at Strathfieldsaye PS. I work at the 
school on Thursdays and Fridays. My role is really varied, but one of the 
things I undertake includes preparing and running Breakfast Club every      
Friday morning.  
 
Breakfast Club starts at 8.30am in the area outside the library under the 
trees. Cheese toasties, milk and fruit cups are available, and all students are 
welcome to join us.  
 
Other things I do include crisis support, student support, food assistance, family 
support and anything else that requires an extra set of hands. Please feel free 
to contact me or talk to someone in the office if you need my assistance.           
I am most willing to help, you just need to ask!  
 
My email address is: lynley.jordan@education.vic.gov.au 



     To help promote student wellbeing across our school we have decided to include the article                      
titled; What to do when kids won’t listen.  

 
 
 
 
 
                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For further information please visit https://www.parentingideas.com.au 

A Message from The City of  Greater Bendigo  
 

Increased Mosquito Activity and Threat of Arbovirus in Greater Bendigo Region  
 
The City of Greater Bendigo region has been identified as having increased Mosquito activity through its mosquito 
surveillance program. Some of the mosquitos identified by the surveillance program are capable of carrying         
infectious diseases. Over the coming weeks, we expect the population of mosquitos to continue to increase,       
resulting in a higher risk of exposure to these infectious diseases.  
 
Management of mosquitos requires a community effort. You can protect yourself  by doing the  following:  
 Wear loose fitting clothing when outdoors.  
 Use effective mosquito repellents on exposed skin containing DEET or picaridin. 
 
You can increase your protection by:  
 Ensuring your buildings are fitted with well maintained flyscreens or other physical insect barriers.  
 Checking any rainwater tanks and water storage devices are sealed or fitted with mesh screens.  
 
If you have identified increased mosquito at your premises, I encourage you to engage a licensed pest controller to 
assist you identify and apply appropriate chemical controls at your site.  
 
Should you identify areas in your neighbourhood supporting the breeding of  mosquitos, please do not hesitate in 
notifying the City. Together we can minimise the spread of mosquito borne disease in our community.  
 

Student Wellbeing 



Student Wellbeing 



Class and Specialist Awards 
1 Jude P 

Ari C 
For making a positive start to his Prep year. 
For being a great listener and making a positive start to his Prep year. 

2 Ryder D 
Gwen M 

For making a great start to the year and having their best go at new activities 
For making a great start to the year and having their best go at new activities 

3 Ted C 
Maci M 

For a great start to school, being friendly, helpful and engaged in all activities 
For a great start to school, being friendly, helpful and engaged in all activities 

4 Hazel F 
Fletcher P 

For trying hard with writing her numbers and counting to 10. Great work Hazel 
For having a fantastic start to prep and settling well into school routines. Great work Fletcher. 

5 Ignatius M 
Poppy C 

For confidently settling into her new school and for being an eager learner 
For confidently settling into her new school and for her confident approach to all learning activities 

6 Ada P 
Oaklen R 

For having a positive attitude towards Grade 1 and giving everything a go. Well done Ada 
For settling in to Grade 1 and trying his best at all activities. Well done Oaklen 

8 Emily P  
Cooper W 

For displaying confidence with the classroom routines of Grade 1. 
For displaying confidence with the classroom routines of Grade 1. 

9 Heidi F 
Lachie M 

For demonstrating great respect to her new teacher and classmates 
For showing great optimism when starting a new school 

10 Lincoln P 
Madison S 

For settling into Room 10 so well and being an positive role model for others. 
For settling into Room 10 so well and being an positive role model for others. 

11 Imarah H 
Chad M 

having a wonderful start to the school term with an optimistic work ethic and attitude.  
having a wonderful start to the school term with an optimistic work ethic and attitude.  

13 Kaiden M 
Khye M 

For actively going out of his way to help out his classmates and teachers! Keep it up Kaiden 
For an outstanding start to the school year and consistently giving his best effort in all learning activities 

14 Lily O 
Eddie S 

For putting a great deal of effort and pride into her 'All About Me' t-shirt design 
For putting a great deal of effort and pride into his 'All About Me' t-shirt design 

15 Kamden S 
Amelia R 

For having a positive start to the year. 
For having a positive start to the year. 

16 Tilly H 
James C 

For attempting all tasks with optimism and a smile. 
For setting a positive example for his peers by beginning tasks straight away. 

17 
 

Reuben V 
Heidi C 

For being kind and inclusive of new students at our school. 
For using wonderful descriptive words in her holiday recount! Well done! 

18   Will D 
Ryley O 

For working hard to show initiative in the classroom and helping his peers during start up.  
For displaying initiative, leadership and being a wonderful role model in the classroom. 

21 Cohenn N 
Bethany R 

For demonstrating excellence by being organised and using his time effectively 
For demonstrating optimism by using her class time effectively 

22 Tripp C For having an awesome start to grade 5!  
23 Raven M For approaching all aspects of learning with an optimistic mindset.  

24 Blake H 
Ivy D 

For consistently demonstrating CORE Values and taking great initiative to help others  
For beginning the school year utilising a growth mindset and persistence to continually demonstrate excellence  

25 Oliver M 
Piper P 

For a brilliantly optimistic start to his grade 6 year. 
For being a fantastic school leader. You are going to be amazing Piper!  

26 Matilda M 
Adie M 

For settling in well to Year 6 and going above and beyond to assist with setting up the room. 
For settling in well to Year 6 and going above and beyond to assist with setting up the room. 

27 Chloe F  
Matthew W 

For always being so focussed and ready to learn in class time. 
For being such a happy, kind and caring classmate.  

28 Levi K 
Sanneke P 

For displaying our Core values of Caring, Optimism, Respect and Excellence 
For  displaying our Core values of Caring, Optimism, Respect and Excellence 

Vis Arts Jimmy J For a wonderful start to the year in Art. Your colouring skills are amazing! 
Perf Arts Dorothy A For enthusiastic participation in Performing Arts 
P.E. Wes  N For showing leadership and for creating a great team strategy in a tag game.  

Library Jude P For listening to the story in library and enjoying the Grug book doing quite music time. Well done Jude  

LOTE Jackson B For the positive and enthusiastic approach to all set tasks in Chinese class. Great job with taking the initia-
tive in learning. Keep it up!!  

STEM  Fox R 
Lucas S 

For positive teamwork during the STEM Tower Challenge 
For positive teamwork during the STEM Tower Challenge 



 The school canteen operates on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and  Friday between 11-12pm  

 Canteen orders and payments, by credit card, can be made through the Compass portal.  The Canteen 
link is accessible under the ‘Community’ icon (the 2 people) on your Compass home page  

 Online orders close at 8:40am each day, except for Friday when orders close at 8:00am 

 Lunch wallets are available from the school office for $8 

 Volunteers are always welcome to help collate the orders and  prepare the lunches.  

 If you are willing to assist between 9 -11:30am on either Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or Friday please 
contact Marcella, our Canteen Manager,  on  0409 795 170 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEER CANTEEN ROSTER  TERM 1 2023 
 

DAY & DATE 

Monday 13th Feb  Jo March   

Tuesday 14th Feb  Jo March   

Thursday  16th Feb  Deb Wahlert   

Friday 17th Feb   Kellie Martin  
Tara Neville  

Meredith Lauder  
Kelsey Bond  

Monday 20th Feb  HELP NEEDED  

Tuesday 21st Feb  Jill Hayse   

Thursday 23rd Feb  HELP NEEDED   

Friday 24th Feb   
Special Lunch Day  

Lucy Warfe  
Meagan H  

HELP NEEDED  
HELP NEEDED 

9.00am — 11:30am  

School Canteen Information 



Community Notices 





A huge thank you  to the Strathfieldsaye Bakery for their donation of bread each 
week; to Strathfieldsaye Champions IGA for the cheese they donate; and also to 
the McKern Foundation for donating fresh fruit. We really appreciate your support. 

Thank You! 

Community Notice 


