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Principal’s Report 
 

Welcome to 2024 - I would like to welcome everyone to the start of the 2024 school year and give a special welcome to 
all of our new students and their families. Our students have settled into their classroom routines and they are building 
positive relationships with their peers and teachers across the school. The Grade 6 buddies have been an excellent 
support for our new Foundation students and have helped them feel supported as they get use to school life.  
 

Start Up Program - During the first two weeks of school, our students have participated in a wide range of start-up  
activities to help ensure a positive and enjoyable start to their school year. As part of our Start Up program this year, all 
our students took part in the Proactivity incursion today and they had an amazing time. The Proactivity team were so 
impressed with our students’ team work and collaboration, and they said thay can’t wait to come back again in 2026! 
 

School Council Elections If you are interested in the overall operation of our school and would like to have some input 
into its present and future direction, perhaps you would like to nominate for membership of School Council. School 
Council meets once a month with meetings usually lasting for about an hour and a half. Two of our current school     
council members will be finishing up with us this year and one member have come to the end of their two-year term,  so 
there will be 3 parent vacancies on School Council this year, so please think about nominating for one of these important 
positions. Nominations for the vacancies will open on Monday 12 Feb and close on Monday 26 Feb 2024. 
 

A Call for Nominations and School Council Information Sheet will be sent out on Compass on Monday 12 February and 
paper copies will also be available in the Office. The information sheet will outline the timeline for the Election process 
and provide you with information regarding the role of a School Councillor. If you would like any further information, 
please call the Office. Our School Council AGM will be held on Tuesday 19 March at 6.30pm. 
 

Meet and Greet Interviews Thank you to all family members who took part in our Meet and Greet Interviews at the start 
of this term. Our teachers have all mentioned how valuable this process is in getting to know their students and their 
family members. If you were unable to take part in the interview process , please contact your classroom teachers to 
arrange a suitable time to have a chat. 
 

Arrival and Departure Times  We are aware that arrival and departure times for students may vary depending on     
family circumstances and transport arrangements for each family, however if possible, it is best if students arrive       
between 8.40am and 8.50am so that they are ready for the start of the school day when the first bell goes at 8.50am. 
We have teachers on duty between 8.45am and 9.00am and also after school between 3.30pm and 3.45pm for students 
who may need assistance.  
 

If you need to drop your child at school prior to 8.40am or if you are unable to pick them up before 3.50pm in 
the afternoon, we  recommend that you  enrol them in our TheirCare Out of School Hours Care program, to   
ensure their safety and wellbeing during this time.  
 

If your child arrives at school after 9:00 am, they will need to go straight to the Office so that they can be signed into 
Compass to ensure that our rolls are accurate and to be given a printed pass to hand to their classroom teacher. If your 
child needs to leave school at any time for an appointment and/or for an early dismissal, parents or carers need to come 
into the Office to arrange collection and to allow Office staff to enter an early departure time on Compass. Please note 
that unless a request is received in writing, students can only be released to a known adult. Similarly, students cannot 
leave the school ground by themselves at any time throughout the school day unless a written request is received from a 
parent/guardian and permission is given by the Principal.  
 

Playground Safety To prevent accidents, students are not permitted to ride bikes, scooters or skate boards in the 
school or across the front of the school at any time. To ensure safety for all our students, we do not allow students 
to play on the playground equipment before school at any time; and students are only allowed to play on the 
equipment after school if supervised by their parents. Please also note that school rules related to playground and 
equipment use apply at all times. 
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Principal’s Report continued… 
 
Mobile Phones and Wearable Communication Devices We understand that students may bring a personal mobile phone or a wearable communi-
cation device to school, particularly if they are travelling independently to and from school. Students who choose to bring mobile phones to school must 
have them switched off and stored in the school office during school hours. Students who have the Principal’s approval must place their phone in 
the school office before 9.00 am and them for collect them from the Office at 3.30 pm. Wearable communication devices, such as watches, can 
be switched on throughout the day, but the communication function must be turned off during school hours. Please refer to our Mobile Phones and 
Wearable Communication Devices Policy for further details. 
 
Dogs on School Grounds Please also note that, with the exception of education support dogs and therapy/guide dogs, dogs are not permitted in the 
school grounds and we would ask parents not to bring dogs to school, even if they are on leads.                                                      
 
Newsletters Distributed Fortnightly Compass, our online communication portal, is our main communication device and it enables us to send      
important messages to our school community on a regular basis and at point of need, which is a real benefit to our school. In addition to the other   
messages sent out on Compass, we also distribute a school newsletter on a fortnightly basis which highlights the important events and contains     
valuable information for our school community. 
 
Annual Privacy Reminder Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school functions or 
where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy. Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found on our 
website www.strathps.vic.edu.au/privacy-information. For more information about privacy, see Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for parents.  
 
Student Insurance Schemes It is important to remind parents that the Department of Education (DE) does not provide personal accident insurance 
for students and that parents/guardians are responsible for paying the costs of medical treatment for injured students, including transport costs e.g. 
ambulance. Student insurance can be privately purchased and is available from commercial insurers. The DE cannot advise parents/guardians on 
whether to purchase a student accident policy or which policy to purchase.  
 
Ambulance Cover We also strongly advise all parents to join an Ambulance cover scheme because the costs for transport can be very high. In the 
event of an emergency requiring additional medical intervention it is a DET requirement that we call an Ambulance to transport children to hospital 
irrespective of whether parents have ambulance cover or not. While this decision is not taken lightly, and we will make every effort to contact parents, 
this is not always possible and can be costly for families without ambulance cover.  
 
Safe Travel To and From School It is important that parents discuss their expectations about how their children travel to and from school and how to 
be safe. It is safer if the students travel directly to and from school and that they do not play in transit.  
 
Non Smoking Area As a government department, the school is a non-smoking area and smoking is not permitted anywhere on the school grounds.  
 
Personal belongings All belongings, including clothing, must be clearly marked with the student’s name and should be checked regularly to ensure all 
items remain clearly marked. Please do not allow students to bring valuable items to school as the DET and Strathfieldsaye Primary School do not 
hold insurance for personal property and valuable items brought to school by students, staff or parents.  
 
Money brought to school  It is requested that money be sent in a sealed envelope with the student’s name, home group, amount and the reason for 
its enclosure on the front of the envelope. Any money that is be sent to school with your child must be handed directly to the office. When siblings bring 
money for other family members, please mark this clearly on the envelope with written details of each student, home group and teacher.  
 
Parent/Guardian/Visitor Sign-in/out For emergency purposes, all parents/guardians and visitors who are in the school during the school day     
(9.00am – 3.30pm) must call at the office and sign in at the book at the front counter on arrival at school and sign out when departing.  
 
Safe Driving and Parking around School We have been advised by the City of Greater Bendigo to alert parents to the following information regard-
ing parking and driving near schools. The responsibility for student safety is an important one for the whole community and I would ask all drivers to 
take particular care around school zones.  
 
“The illegal parking of vehicles adjacent to schools is a major concern to the safety of children, pedestrians and other road users. Parents are remind-
ed that it is essential to comply with the parking restrictions when dropping off and collecting children from school. Motorists must not stop in no stop-
ping areas, even briefly, with or without the motor running. They must not stop next to a continuous yellow edge line, park or drive on resident’s nature 
strips, too close to school crossings, park over driveways or double park.  
 
A number of schools have time restricted areas that assist with the pickup and drop off of students and these restrictions must be adhered to. Drivers 
should also be aware that they cannot perform a U-turn over an unbroken or continuous dividing line. The law requires that a driver approach-
ing a children’s crossing must drive at a speed at which the driver can, if necessary stop safely before the crossing. Please slow down and take extra 
care when driving in school zones.   
 
City of Greater Bendigo Parking Officers and Bendigo Police will conduct random patrols throughout the school year to ensure that        
motorists are adhering to the road rules.”  
  
Kind Regards, Cindi Bruechert, Principal  
Cindi.Bruechert@education.vic.gov.au 



                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Memories  
First Day of  School for our Foundation Students  



Feb 9th  Start Up Program - Proac vity  Incursion 

Feb 12th  AFL Community Camp Visit 1:15-2pm  

Feb 14th  Founda on Rest Day /Interview Session 

Feb 16th  Assembly 3pm 

Feb 21st  Founda on Rest Day / Interview Session 

Feb 23rd  Special Canteen Lunch 

Mar 1st  Athle cs Grade 3-6 

Mar 8th  Assembly 3pm 

Mar 11th   Labour Day  

Mar 14th  School Photos  

Mar 13th-25th  SPS Easter Raffle drawn Mar 27th 
 NAPLAN Grade 3 and 5 

Mar 21st  Junior School Council Fundraising Day  
 Harmony Day - Dress in Orange 

Mar 22nd  Colour Fun Run 
 Assembly 3pm 
 Special Canteen Lunch 

Mar 28th   School Cross Country  
 Term 1 Concludes 2:30pm 

Mar 29th-Apr 14th  School Holidays 

Apr 15th  Term 2 Commences 

Feb 27th  Parent Feedback Workshop 6.30pm 



                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

1 Dexter L 
Isabella W 

For showing kindness in the classroom.  
For showing kindness in the classroom.  

2 Oliver S  
Amaya V  

For making a great start to his first year of school and being a wonderful classmate by helping others. 
For making a great start to the year and having her best go at new activities. 

4 Caleb V  
Daisy A  

For showing confidence in recognizing your letter names and sounds. Great work Caleb 
For having a fantastic start to prep and settling well into school routines. Great work Daisy  

Foundation  
 Class Awards   

Grade 1  

3 Angus N  
Ted C 

5 Alexa B 
Rachel A  

6 Novalee N  
Zendi A  

8 Blaire B 
Meilani T 

For showing our school values of Caring and Excellence in his classroom 
For showing our school values of Optimism and Respect in his attitudes and behaviors 

For settling beautifully to her new school and trying her best. 
For showing fabulous CORE values and being a role model in our classroom. 

For settling well into Grade 1 and completing all set tasks. Well done Novalee 
For reading really well and sounding out his words. Well done Zendikar. 

For making a great, positive and confident start to Grade 1 
For making a great start to her new school and building her confidence and independence in our morning routines 

Grade 2 

18 Clancy O  
Amelia W  

For settling quickly into our new classroom routines 
For showing attentive listening and respect in our new classroom 

19 Ada P  
Adele B 

For giving great examples of how people are demonstrating our school values. 
For demonstrating excellence when listening in the classroom. 

20 Charlie M  
Sebastian C  
 

For displaying kindness and respect in Room 20.  
For displaying kind manners and excellence during work time. 

Grade 3 

15 Heidi F  
Andrew A  

For having a great start to the year and always showing our school values.  
For having a great start to the year and always showing our school values.  

16 Patrick V  
Maddison S 

For his amazing start to the school year 
For her amazing start to the school year  

17  Isla H  
 
Mia L  

For being an incredible buddy to a new student and also consistently modelling fantastic examples of our CORE 
values 
For being a wonderful learning partner, always ready to help and explain her ideas 

Grade 4 

24 Milo C  
Micah P  

For contributing to class room discussion and being an inclusive and helpful class member towards his peers.  
For contributing to class room discussion and being an inclusive and helpful class member towards his peers.  

25 Isaac Z  
Mason W  

For consistently sharing his ideas and contributing to class discussions 
For consistently sharing his ideas and contributing to class discussions 

26 Veni T  
Freya C  
 

For settling in beautifully to a new school, new classroom and making new friendships 
For settling in beautifully to a new school, new classroom and making new friendships 



                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STEM Miller R  For beginning the year in STEM with an optimistic attitude. 

Performing Arts  Harper D For always trying her best in Performing Arts 

LOTE  Deklan W  
Isaac Z  

For being a fantastic listener in LOTE and participating enthusiastically in discussions 
For being a fantastic listener in LOTE and participating enthusiastically in discussions.  

Digital Tech  Ryder G For having a great start to 2024 in Digital Technology 

PE  Sam D  For having a great positive mindset and listening attentively!  

Visual Arts  Matilda C For wonderful drawing skills. 

Library  Rafferty J  For listening to the story in library and willing to participate in class discussions  

 

 Specialist Awards  

Class Awards   

21 Ella B 
 
 
Miller W 

For showing care to both her peers and staff within the school. Ella has shown that she can be very re-
sponsible and step up in times of need to support her peers. 
 
For showing the value of excellence within the classroom. Miller has started the year off setting up his 
books and workspace efficiently and effectively. 

23 Frankie D  showing persistence while designing a template for the Grade 5 assembly awards. Frankie's design was 
voted in to be used for our assembly awards in 2024. 

13 Sanneke  
Harrison K  

For producing excellent work to start her grade 6 year.  
For being a positive role model for all grade 6 students.  

14 Tripp C For a positive start to his grade 6 year. 

27 Eoghan R  
Jasper R 

For demonstrating enthusiasm towards classroom activities and helping others. 
For being a caring buddy and having a positive start to the year. 

28 Lucy O  
Kelsey C  

For being a terrific member of our classroom and beginning each day with a positive can do attitude. 
For showing great community by assisting others in the classroom. 

Grade 5  

Grade 6 



                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proactivity Incursion —Start Up Program  
Photo Gallery  



Parents and Friends Committee 

 
The Parents and Friends Committee of Strathfieldsaye Primary School are currently seeking expressions 

of interest from parents and guardians who may like to volunteer and assist with school events and         
activities.  

 
Examples of how you can insist include Fundraising activities, Fathers and Mothers Day stalls,            

Book Fairs, Community Market and more!  
 
 

Our first meeting for 2023 will be held on Friday February 16th at  2:15pm  
in the school staffroom 

Please RSVP to Rebecca.Soulsby@education.vic.gov.au  
 
 

We would love to have lots of new parent to join us, as it’s a great way to develop new friendships.  
 

Proactivity—Start Up Program  
Photo Gallery  



 
 
 
 

 
 

Breakfast Club & Fresh Fruit  

 

 
A big 'THANKYOU' to 3 very generous companies/businesses who donate food to our school every week. 
 
The McKern Foundation kindly donate boxes of a variety of fresh fruit every week, which all students were able to 
access if they ran out of their own supply.  
 
The Strath Hill Hotbake (previously Strathfieldsaye Bakery) donated at least 8 loaves of bread every week last year for 
our Breakfast Club program, along with vouchers for families in need.  
 
Strathfieldsaye Champions IGA donate cheese slices to enable us to make cheese toasties for Breakfast Club. The 
students love them! 
 
We really appreciate all that our community does to support our students and their families.  
 
It is very much appreciated. THANKS again.  



School Canteen Information 

 The school canteen operates on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday between 11:20—12pm & 1:30—2pm  

 Canteen orders and payments, by credit card, can be made through the Compass portal.  The Canteen link is  

       accessible under the ‘Community’ icon (the 2 people) on your Compass home page  

 Online orders close at 8:40am each day, except for Friday when orders close at 8:00am 

 Lunch wallets are available from the school office for $8 

 Volunteers are always welcome to help collate the orders and  prepare the lunches.  
 

If you are willing to assist between 9 -11:30am on either Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or Friday please contact 
Jade, our Canteen Manager, on 0405 825 850. 

Canteen Update: From Jade 

In Term 1, 2024 due to the rising cost of food, we will have to increase our prices slightly. Please look out for changes to our menu.  

A big thank you all of our volunteers; we could not operate without you! 

 

The Canteen will be open Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday every Lunch and every Recess 

 



     To help promote student and parent wellbeing across our school we have included the article  
titled: ‘Managing Fatigue as a Parent’ 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                            
 
 
 
 
 

 
For further information please visit: www.happyfamilies.com.au  

A Message from The City of  Greater Bendigo  
 

Increased Mosquito Activity and Threat of Arbovirus in Greater Bendigo Region  
 
The City of Greater Bendigo region has been identified as having increased Mosquito activity through its mosquito surveil-
lance program. Some of the mosquitos identified by the surveillance program are capable of carrying infectious diseases. 
Over the coming weeks, we expect the population of mosquitos to continue to increase, resulting in a higher risk of exposure 
to these infectious diseases.  
 
Management of mosquitos requires a community effort. You can protect yourself  by doing the  following:  
 Wear loose fitting clothing when outdoors.  
 Use effective mosquito repellents on exposed skin containing DEET or picaridin. 
 
You can increase your protection by:  
 Ensuring your buildings are fitted with well maintained flyscreens or other physical insect barriers.  
 Checking any rainwater tanks and water storage devices are sealed or fitted with mesh screens.  
 
If you have identified increased mosquito at your premises, I encourage you to engage a licensed pest controller to assist you 
identify and apply appropriate chemical controls at your site.  
 
Should you identify areas in your neighbourhood supporting the breeding of  mosquitos, please do not hesitate in notifying the 
City. Together we can minimise the spread of mosquito borne disease in our community.  
 
 

Student Wellbeing 



A huge thankyou to the Strath Hill Hotbake and Dough si Dough Bakery Strathfieldsaye for 
their donation of bread; to Strathfieldsaye Champions IGA for the cheese they donate; and 

also to the McKern Foundation for donating fresh fruit.  
 

 
We really appreciate your support!  
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