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Principal’s Report 
 

2023 Swimming Program Our 2023 swimming program will officially start next Monday and I know all our  
students are really looking forward to this great learning experience. Our Foundation, Gr 1 & Gr 2 students will begin 
their lessons on Monday 4 Dec and our Gr 3-6 students will start their lessons on Monday 11 Dec.  
 

State-wide Orientation Session Tuesday 12th Dec is the State Wide Orientation Day for all government school 
students. Our Gr 6 students will be heading off to their Secondary Colleges for the day, our 2024 Foundation students 
will be spending the morning with us once again, and all our current students will be heading into their 2024 grades for 
the morning. 
 

Candy Canes and Edible Gifts 
At this special time of year, it is so lovely to see our students sharing cards and gifts with their friends, and seeing the 
smiles on their faces as they celebrate together. To ensure we are considering the health and wellbeing of all our       
students, if classroom teachers notice that their students have been given a card or gift that includes an edible treat, 
such as a candy cane or chocolate, they will be asking them to pop them in their bag to take home. This way parents are 
able to help their child make food choices that are just right for them. If you could have a little chat with your child at 
home to help them understand why teachers will be taking this action that would be very much appreciated. 
Thank you so much for understanding. 
 

2024 Class Placement Process Over the last five weeks, school staff have invested many hours considering 
our students’ social, emotional and academic requirements, their friendship requests and any individual student needs 
that have been shared by parents so that we can put together the best possible combinations for our 2024 classes. With 
careful consideration, we have been able to ensure that each child has been placed with one or more of the friends they 
requested and we have also been able to accommodate most of the parent requests that we received.  
 

Given the time and careful consideration that has already been put into this process, I wanted to let parents 
know that we will not have the flexibility to make any changes to class groupings from this point on. If your child 
has any worries about their class placement after they participate in their orientation session on Tuesday 12 Dec. please 
chat to your child’s 2023 classroom teacher and let them know so that they can help support your child in getting to 
know their new classmates and work through their worries prior to the end of the year. 
 

2024 Room Changes Next year, we have decided to turn our current Gr 2 classrooms into a Specialist Hub. Rm  9 
will become our STEM Room, Rm 10 will be our Performing Arts Room, Rm 11 will be our LOTE Room and Rm 12 will 
be our Digital Technologies Room on Mon-Wed and Chaplain’s Room on Thu-Fri. Visual Arts will remain in our P-1 
Wing. If you would like to know the location of our 2024 classrooms, please refer to the map at the end of the newsletter. 
 

2024 Enrolments If you have a child starting at Strathfieldsaye PS next year and you haven't already submitted an    
enrolment form, please do so as soon as possible.  
 

2024 Pupil Free Days and Students First Day of School for 2024  
Monday 29 January - Curriculum Day 1 Teacher Professional Learning 
Tuesday 30 January - Meet and Greet Interviews * See below for Foundation interview info 
Friday 7 June - Curriculum Day 2 Report Writing Day 
Wednesday 17 July - Student Learning Interviews 
Monday 19 August - Curriculum Day 3 Teacher Professional Learning 
Monday 2 December - Curriculum Day 4 2025 Curriculum Planning Day 
 

The first full day of school for our students in 2024 will be as follows: 
Wednesday 31 January for Gr 1 - Gr 6 students 
Thursday 1 February for Foundation (Prep) students 
 

*2024 Foundation students will allocated an interview and assessment session on one of the following dates: 
Tue 30 Jan, Wed 31 Jan, Wed 7 Feb, Wed 14 Feb, Wed 21 Feb, and Wed 28 Feb 
 

Kind Regards, Cindi Bruechert  Cindi.Bruechert@education.vic.gov.au   
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 Class Awards  
1 Raphael Q 

Buster R 
For creating interesting sentences during class time.  
For creating interesting sentences during class time.  

2 Chase G  
Rylan R  

 For settling in to his new school quickly and following classroom rules and routines 
 For always being a good friend by helping others in class and looking out for his peers in the yard  

3 Ted C 
Sam D  

For sharing his strategies for solving maths problems and enjoying working on his Essential Assessment tasks 
For sharing his strategies for solving maths problems and enjoying working on his Essential Assessment tasks 

4 Atlas R  
 
Mabel F  

For working hard on all work tasks and taking extra time with his presentation (drawing and colouring in), finishing off his 
work at a high standard.  
For using fantastic positional language to describe things in Maths. Great work Mabel  

5 Clancy O  
Saoirse G  

For his fabulously entertaining narrative story about the journey of Super Tooth. Amazing Clancy! 
her excellent attitude and application towards the achievement of her writing goals 

6 Dexter C 
Alexys G  

For continuing to challenge yourself in mathematics with bigger numbers! Well done Dexter! 
For taking her time with her narrative story, ensuring it makes sense. Well done Alexys! 

8 Connor G  
Macey H  

For working efficiently to get their narratives typed up.  
For working efficiently to get their narratives typed up.  

9 Harrison S 
Oakley M  

For demonstrating excellence in his maths work. 
For showing optimism in all areas and trying her hardest. 

10 Myla N 
Noah H  

For creating and developing her ideas into an interesting narrative! 
For working hard to create a fun and engaging narrative! 

11 Easton M  
Jimmy J  

For his entertaining narrative story, that showed great use of words and punctuation 
For showing a more positive attitude and being very caring with other students 

13 Aston B 
 
Levi J 

For consistently putting in an outstanding effort with all maths activities and assessments! Hard work definitely pays off 
Aston 
For putting in a tremendous effort and giving his best with all end of year assessments! Fantastic work Levi 

14 Elsie M  
Roger S 

For always going above and beyond to tidy the classroom at the end of the day 
For putting in a big effort with his handwriting 

15 Luca C  
Kayley C  

For fantastic writing in their big write task. 
For fantastic writing in their big write task. 

17 Kaylee H  
Joli P  

For writing an exciting and creative narrative with lots of detail. 
For writing an exciting and creative narrative with lots of detail. 

18 Frankie D 
Charlotte K 
Hartley R  
Parker H 

For planning and researching their chosen topic to write an informative information report 
For planning and researching their chosen topic to write an informative information report 
For planning and researching their chosen topic to write an informative information report 
For planning and researching their chosen topic to write an informative information report 

21 Loti K 
Harley W 

For showing personal best and working well both individually and collaboratively with her peers 
For showing personal best and working well both individually and collaboratively with his peers 

22 Brylee C  
Nikaylah A 

For showing great resilience and positivity on camp!  
For consistently showing excellence and optimism throughout the year. Well done Nikki!  

23 Zak G  
Quinlan S 

For demonstrating CORE values while on camp.  
For demonstrating resilience while on camp. 

24 Ruby P 
 
Olivia W  

For her optimistic approach towards Energy Breakthrough and demonstrating excellence when contributing to her group 
presentation. 
For her optimistic approach towards Energy Breakthrough and demonstrating excellence when contributing to her group 
presentation 

25 Jake I  
Abbigail  

For writing a great autobiography 
For writing a great autobiography 

26 Adam H  For his outstanding contribution to the EBT team. 
27 Nathaniel H 

 
Emma H 

For engaging in the camp experience safely, respectfully and with lots of enthusiasm. Nathaniel was able to let his peers 
and teachers see his relaxed and fun side 
For taking on the challenges of camp with a respectful and inclusive attitude. Emma showed that she can support her 
peers in having a fun and safe camp experience. 

28 Ned M  
Makayla R  

For displaying our school values of caring, optimism, respect and excellence while on camp. 
For displaying our school values of caring, optimism, respect and excellence while on camp. 

STEM Isaac Z For showing patience and optimism during STEM sessions. 
PE Olivia P  For doing an amazing job leading her group at the Junior Sports Day! 
LOTE Harvey Y  

Alex L  
For working hard on the Giant Panda research project and consistently supporting his group mates 
For being actively involved in all our LOTE learning experiences. Well done! 

Vis Arts  Eoghan R For enthusiastic  participation  in all art classes. 

Perf Arts  Abigael O For fantastic character work in her group's play The Foiled Robbery 

Library Sam M  For listening attentively in Library  and completing all tasks. Great work Sam. 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Last week 16 students from Strath PS participated in the 2023 Energy Breakthrough event at Maryborough.  The event  takes 
place over 3 days with students participating in 3 separate assessments for the event.   
 
A presentation to judges about the vehicles, their features, materials and the environmental effects of motorised transport.   
 
The second part involves students showing their understanding of the design and construction features of the vehicles and what 
makes them safe to use.  The final assessment takes place on the track.  Students ride the vehicles for a 14 hour period, relay 
style.   
 
While the event took place last week, students have been working hard during the term to prepare their presentations, learning to 
ride the vehicles and all the various complexities of their operation.  This has involved many hours after school and on Saturday 
mornings at a number of different venues.   
 
On the race track, students were often challenged with different situations, accidents in front of them, following the instructions of 
officials  and occasionally even being involved in a minor bingle of their own.  
 
At the end of the event, although we didn’t feature amongst the place getters for the event, Students shad a great time and  
represented our school well always showing our CORE values. This was especially evident when I received a number of  
comments from the officials and other schools in the pit lane. 
 
 
 

Energy Breakthrough  



                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Energy Breakthrough  



 
 
 
 

 
 

Grade 5 Camp Wyuna  

 
 
Last week the grade 5’s went to camp Wyuna at Queenscliff. The activities were boogie boarding, pizza making, bike 
riding, picture hunt and beach games.  
 
For dinner we had spaghetti on the first night. On the second night we had chicken schnitzel. For breakfast we got toast 
or cereal for both days.  
 
For lunch the first day, we had burgers and on the second day we had salad rolls. For desert we got ice-cream both 
nights but the second night the teachers put barbeque sauce on the ice-cream!! (The food was amazing)  
 
Each person shared a cabin with three others, and two cabins shared a bathroom. We stayed at camp Wyuna for two 
nights and three days.  
 
On the way to camp the bus took a wrong turn and got stuck so we had to9 walk the rest of the way to camp. The day 
we went home we had to walk on the beach to the park so the bus could pick us up.  
On the way home we watched Shrek 1 and 2. We loved the stay and would definitely go there again!  
 
By Makayla and Sanneke  



School Canteen Information 

· The school canteen operates on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and  Friday between 11-12pm  

· Canteen orders and payments, by credit card, can be made through the Compass portal.  The Canteen link is  

       accessible under the ‘Community’ icon (the 2 people) on your Compass home page  

· Online orders close at 8:40am each day, except for Friday when orders close at 8:00am 

· Lunch wallets are available from the school office for $8 

· Volunteers are always welcome to help collate the orders and  prepare the lunches.  
 

If you are willing to assist between 9 -11:30am on either Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or Friday please contact Jade, 
our Canteen Manager, on 0405 825 850. 

We would like to introduce you to Jade Tonna, our new canteen manager. Jade runs a local catering business from home called DOTE 
when she’s not busy working at our school. Jade comes with a wealth of knowledge working 20 years in the hospitality  
industry, she also has lots of experience working in an early childhood kitchen.  
 
Since starting at our school Jade has introduced some new healthy snacks and drinks, which the students have loved. The most  popular 
addition has been the healthy carbonated fruit drinks which have very little sugar. They are 99.9% fruit juice & carbonated water.  It makes 
Jade incredibly happy to see the excitement of the children at the canteen window each day. 
 
Jade is excitedly working on a new menu that will launch in Term 4. A sneak peek will be revealed in the last week of Term 3.  
 
Please keep an eye out on Compass for snack changes as Jade likes to add items frequently. Jade will require lots of helpers in Term 4 
with a predicted influx of orders, if you can help her out, she will offer one of your children a free lunch to say thank you. Please send Jade 
a message if you can assist her- thank you! 0405 825 850  
 
Jade would also like to say a huge thankyou to the volunteers who have helped make the transition easy, your help is very much 
appreciated.  



     To help promote student wellbeing across our school we have decided to include the article  
Titled: “Defusing Explosive Children” 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 

For further information please visit: www.happyfamilies.com.au  

A Message from The City of  Greater Bendigo  
 

Increased Mosquito Activity and Threat of Arbovirus in Greater Bendigo Region  
 
The City of Greater Bendigo region has been identified as having increased Mosquito activity through its mosquito surveil-
lance program. Some of the mosquitos identified by the surveillance program are capable of carrying infectious diseases. 
Over the coming weeks, we expect the population of mosquitos to continue to increase, resulting in a higher risk of exposure 
to these infectious diseases.  
 
Management of mosquitos requires a community effort. You can protect yourself  by doing the  following:  
· Wear loose fitting clothing when outdoors.  
· Use effective mosquito repellents on exposed skin containing DEET or picaridin. 
 
You can increase your protection by:  
· Ensuring your buildings are fitted with well maintained flyscreens or other physical insect barriers.  
· Checking any rainwater tanks and water storage devices are sealed or fitted with mesh screens.  
 
If you have identified increased mosquito at your premises, I encourage you to engage a licensed pest controller to assist you 
identify and apply appropriate chemical controls at your site.  
 
Should you identify areas in your neighbourhood supporting the breeding of  mosquitos, please do not hesitate in notifying the 
City. Together we can minimise the spread of mosquito borne disease in our community.  
 
 

Student Wellbeing 
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