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Thursday 19th December 2024
Principal’s Report

2025 Staffing Changes As you know, this will be my last year at this wonderful school, and in Term 1, 2025, our
school community will be welcoming James Hodgens as Acting Principal for Term 1. James has been the principal of
Lockington Consolidated Primary School for five and a half years, and he is very excited to be joining our team next
term. As we look ahead to next year, we would like to share some further staff updates. James Sait will be taking up an
Acting Principal role at Colbinabbin Primary School during Term 1 next year, while Luke Freeman will step into a
Wellbeing Leadership role at St Francis Primary School. Amy Bilkey will be joining Girton Primary School, and Jackson
Godfrey will be moving to Bendigo Violet Street Primary School. Both James and Luke are amazing school and system
leaders, and Jackson and Amy have been two of our well-respected graduate teachers, and we wish them all the very
best for the future. After almost three decades of dedicated teaching, Cheryl Sumner will be retiring, and we wish her
all the best for this next chapter. We will also say farewell to valued Education Support staff Rachael Connelly, Kelly
Howard, and Shannon Howard. On a positive note, we are delighted to welcome Eden Dunstone, Sarah Harvey, and
Luke O'Halloran to our teaching team, as well as welcome back Bec Lancaster. We thank all departing staff for their
incredible contributions to Strathfieldsaye PS over the years and we look forward to a wonderful year ahead with our
new team members.

Grade 6 Graduation Last Friday we held our Grade 6 Graduation Dinner and Ceremony at the Bendigo Baptist
Church. The Graduation night is a wonderful way to celebrate the seven year journey that our students and their
families have been on with us at Strathfieldsaye Primary School, and it always such a special night. We are very proud
of our students and feel extremely privileged to have the opportunity to work with such motivated, engaged and
connected young people. We are very blessed to receive ongoing support for these awards from a number of
community members and local organisations, including the Hetherington Family and Bendigo Insurance Brokers; the
Strathfieldsaye Lions Club; Jackman, Flett and Associates; Bendigo Masonic and the Strathfieldsaye PS Parents Club;
and | would like to thank them all for their very generous support. | would also like to thank our Grade 6 teachers and
ES team for all the time they have invested in ensuring everything is ready for our Graduation and also a big thank you
to James Sait, Luke Freeman and Nic Hargreaves who stepped in to MC the night and present awards when | was
unable to attend due to illness, and to the Grade 6 Graduation Committee for all their support as well.

Final Assembly and Grade 6 Guard of Honour Tomorrow, Friday 20 December, our last day of school
for 2024, we will continue our Graduation celebrations by inviting all parents and friends along to a special farewell on
our basketball court, where our Grade 6's will perform their Grade 6 Dance and our students and family members will
farewell them with our traditional Guard of Honour. Our assembly will start at 9.15am, and go for about 45 mins.

Donations for Families Supported by Haven Home Safe | would like to thank all the families who
supported the Haven Home Safe Christmas Gift Donation Appeal again this year. We had a record number of gifts
donated this year and the team from Haven, Home Safe were so pleased with the support for this community appeal.

End of Term Arrangements Tomorrow, Friday 20 December, is our last day of school for 2024. Students will
be dismissed at 1:30pm and TheirCare will begin at 1:30pm. School buses will leave two hours earlier than normal.

Students First Day of School for 2025 and 2025 Pupil Free Days
o Term 1 Wednesday 29th January School commences for Gr 1 - 6 students

e Term 1 Thursday 30th January School commences for Foundation students

e Term 1 Wednesday 5 February - Meet and Greet Interviews

o Term 2 Friday 6 June - Report Writing Day

o Term 3 Wednesday 23 July - Student Learning Interviews

e Term 3 Monday 18 August - Teacher Professional Learning Session

o Term 4 Friday 28 November - Common Professional Practice Day

e Term 4 Monday 1 December - 2026 Curriculum Planning Day

Stay Safe Everyone!
| would like to wish everyone all the very best for the holiday season and | hope you have
a safe and happy Christmas.

Continued over page...
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Principal’s Farewell

As | prepare to retire after almost nine wonderful years as your Principal, | have been reflecting on the incredible
journey we have shared. It has been an absolute privilege to lead such a wonderful, caring, and inspiring school
community, and | am filled with pride for everything we have achieved together.

Our Shared Achievements

Throughout my time at Strathfieldsaye Primary School, | have been continually amazed by the dedication, talent, and
warmth of our students, staff, and families. Together, we have accomplished so much, and it brings me great joy to
celebrate all out successes including:

Building a Strong Foundation for Learning We have worked tirelessly to create a consistent and high-quality
instructional framework, ensuring every student can thrive in their learning. The introduction of evidence-based
approaches to literacy and numeracy has delivered significant improvements in student outcomes, and our amazing
teaching teams have embraced ongoing professional learning with enthusiasm and commitment, and achieved great
results.

Creating Inclusive Learning Spaces One of the highlights of recent years was the opening of our new inclusive
playspace. This beautiful addition to our school was made possible through the incredible generosity of the Ryall
Family, the support of local grants, and the hard work of our wonderful school community. This playspace stands as a
testament to our shared commitment to inclusivity and belonging.

Supporting Wellbeing and Connection The wellbeing of our students has always been at the heart of every-
thing we do. Programs like the Berry Street Education Model, School Wide Positive Behaviour Supports, and
Respectful Relationships have enriched our school culture, helping students feel safe, supported, and engaged in their
learning. Our beloved wellbeing dog, Monty, has brought joy and calm to so many, and | know he will continue to make
a positive difference for years to come.

Celebrating Our Community and Creativity Over the years, we have come together to mark significant
milestones and showcase the vibrant spirit of our school. Our 150th celebrations were a memorable opportunity to
reflect on our rich history and the generations of students who have been part of this community. Our Community Fairs
Arts Festivals and Strath’s Got Talent events have been highlights of the school calendar, bringing families together to
celebrate creativity, connection, and the incredible talents of our students. These events have left lasting memories
and strengthened our bonds as a community.

Strengthening Community Partnerships Strathfieldsaye Primary School has always been more than just a
school; it is a community hub. Our Community Market has been a wonderful opportunity to bring people together, and
initiatives such as the Container Deposit Scheme have shown how we can work collaboratively to support sustainability
and raise funds for our school.

Fostering Leadership and Opportunity Our Young Aboriginal Leaders program has been a shining example of
how we nurture student leadership and celebrate cultural diversity. We've also expanded opportunities for student
voice, allowing our young people to play an active role in shaping their school experience.

Navigating Change with Resilience The past few years brought unique challenges, but our community's
strength and adaptability have been truly inspiring. Together, we've supported one another and continued to grow
stronger.

Looking Ahead

As | step into retirement, | leave with immense confidence in the future of Strathfieldsaye Primary School. The passion
and dedication of our staff, the bright potential of our students, and the unwavering support of our families and broader
community ensure that the school will continue to thrive.

| want to thank each and every one of you for your support, trust, and partnership over the years. It has been a
privilege to watch your children learn and grow, and | will always treasure the memories of my time here. Although | am
saying goodbye as Principal; Strathfieldsaye Primary School will forever hold a special place in my heart.

Kind Regards, Cindi Bruechert Cindi.Bruechert@education.vic.gov.au
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To help promote student and parent wellbeing across our school we have included the article
titled: ‘My Child Does Not Listen’

For further information please visit: www.happyfamilies.com.au

Canteen

School Canteen Information

The school canteen operates on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday between 11:20—12pm & 2pm-
2.30pm

Canteen orders and payments, by credit card, can be made through the Compass portal. The Canteen link is
accessible under the ‘Community’ icon (the 2 people) on your Compass home page

Online orders close at 8:30am
Lunch wallets are available from the school office for $8
- Volunteers are always welcome to help collate the orders and prepare the lunches.

If you are willing to assist between 9 -11:30am on either Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or Friday please

contact Jade, our Canteen Manager, on 0405 825 850.
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Strathfieldsaye,
Primary Sch-ool

Sandwiches. Wraps. Burgers
| Pl
Salads & Plates 8oof & Che- $6.50
ChiiGiS.i@ $3.00  Crlickan Schnitzel $,6.50,
Chick 4.00 . .
iokan $ Fried Rice
Chickan.& CI'llIM:9 $4.50
Chickan_laHUC(! & Mayo $4.50  8acon & Vgg:eta,blg $5.0,0
Chickan & Salad $5.00 Vgg:citarian $5.0,0
' .
Ham & C!hGe:SlI $4.50 Pasta
Ham.Chll(!;(! & Tomato  $5.00 SWALL LARGE
Ham & !'Jalad $5.00 pgoogMse  $1.SO $6.00
Salad $4.50  \1acaChelOO $3.50 $6.00
Vcig:cimioo $2.50 .
Pizza Wheels
Vligillmite & Che- $3.00
Crazing Plate $6.00 Cthoosc $4.00,
Bacon & C:'heese $4.50
Toasties Tropical $4.50
Cllci- $3.00 Other Hot Food
flam $3.00  Chmisy Rolfes $U,0
f-lam &Choosci $4.50  jiacthos $5.0,0
f--lam.Cheese & Toma, o $5.,00 Meatball S1Jb $5.0.0

Mfn.i Cmstl Quicfh(! $2.50
Steam8d Dfm Sims $1.0,0

canteen Menu

Fruit

Berries & Yoghurt
IFruit Salad

$3.50
$3.50

S1nacks Fruit Juice
Anzac Bf:soults $1.,00 Apple Juice $2.50
Ap ri:cot Bliss Balls $0.70 Apple & BlackcumintJuice $2.SO
Bana.n:aChi[P:s $,0.50 Orang:g JuiCll $2.50
BBQ: R[ce Bites $0.50
Cin.gerbr-ead $1.50 .

. Flavoured Milk

Muffin,s

« Applci & R,aspberry $2.,00

* Banana $2.00
Ovaltings $1.,00
?0pe.om $1.,00
Pr.citze!:s $,0.50
Slla Salt Chips $1.50

Sultan,as - l)gr-Scoop $0.2.0
WeetbiiXBite- Berry $0.10

| Frozen Food

Mang,o Yog'hurt $2.50
Strawberry Vog'hurt $2.50
Wildberry- Yog:hurt $2.50

Mang,o Slie@ $1.00
Pincia,pple Slicci $1.00
Watermcilon S.Ifca $1.00
lcy Po les (Va.rigty | $1.00

Vanilllal:ceCream-Cone $1.50

Chocolate $3.00

1-to.n,ciycom b $3.00
Strawberry $3.00

Juice Bombs

Apple &Blackcurrant $3.0°0
Apple Coola, $3.,0.0
Apple & Rasp.berry $3.0-0
Grape $3.0-0
Lemonade $3.,0.0
Orang:g Passion $3.0-0
Watermelon $3.0-0
Smoothies
Banan.a $3.,0 07
88\rry $3.,00
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Last week we celebrated a range of national days where the children
participated!in minute to win it challeenges, became a ninja for the day
and dug for a miners treasure?

This weeks theme was all about mystery. The children have been
participating in a r,ange of activities -including spotting the difference,
guessing what is in the bo.x and even went on a scavenger hunt-to solve-
the-myste-ry. We as well have,been busy cooking up a storm where the
students had the opportunity to decorate their own biscuits.

Ne)(t week, the countdown will be on for Christmas. The children will
have opportunities to create their own snow, write letters to Santa and
make the'ir own edible Chr-istmas wreaths.

Don"t forget the last day of school on the 20th, we are running an early
session after school care (1:30-6:30pmdJ where the children will be
participating in a game of trivia and. having ,an end of year party. Book in

nowt

Holiday Program Bookings are open now from the
6th of January- 2Bth of January 2025. Program
weill be available to families in the newsletter or

feel free to contact us for more information.

Contact us: 0461 267 714

Before School Care: 6:30-8:50am MERY
After School Care: 3:30-6:30pm =
Pupil Free Days and Holiday Program: CS\F}ET'\AAES
B:30am-6:30pm o
[ THEIRCARE
EAM

(&) strath m ry
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A huge thankyou to Dough SI Dough Bakery Strathfieldsaye for their donation of
bread; to Strathfieldsaye Supa IGA for the cheese they donate each week.

We really appreciate your support!

Strathfieldsaye

Strathfield ==
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Swilimming
Over the past 2 weeks, students have been participating in swimming lessons at the Bendigo
East pool. They have had some great weather and have had a very enjoyable time.

Strathfield ==
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Community Notices

Delivering
10,000kg of
fresh fruit to

Bendigo school
children WEEKLY

fresh
fruit
friday

e
DIM ]
SASScare are now accepting referrals for \_/
January 2025 school holiday program. S i
We are focused on delivering inclusive, diverse PASSION, METHOD, RESULTS
experiences for participants to work towards
achieving their NDIS goals

PIANO | DRUMS
GUITAR| BASS | UKULELE
SINGING | WOODWIND | BRASS | STRINGS
BANJO | MANDOLIN | MARIMBA
HARMONICA .

d

6th Jan - 24th Jan Ironstone Hill Farm : = —
9:00am - 3:00pm 189 Watson St, n > I ,
Monday - Friday Jackass Flat 3550 bt

Contact Trin for all enquiries on 0481 142 432 or send referrals via
email to trin.miller@sasscare.com.a

g ﬁﬁ[ﬁ{;‘geéﬂfoﬁ strathps.vic. edu.au mu— L S .l-a-cimifr --uvzfq"fau.."' ﬁ Stirath Primary strath_primary



Community Notices

LA TROBE SPORT

Holiday Camp . , :

Bendigo ..1MULTI-SPORT \
1 SESSONSFOR !

' CHILDREN st
' AGE6+ JMNINN

Looking for something
fun for the kids during
the School holidays?

Come and experience
La Trobe Sport's fun-
filled Sport Holiday
amp!

When: January
Summer Holidays

Where: La Trobe
Indoor Sports Centre
(Bendigo)

Cost:

Early Bird tickets $55

General $60

3 Day Package: 5162 Ero N e ! |
# ndfgﬂéant@lhtrph&ﬁﬁ?%u 7, o R e R e N UNIVERSITY

F s N iE
* Ry -8 -] - LAY
b “ ka8 % T g X i
r ) gﬂh i 1 i T o ! . SPORT
i L Py gl b B
31 L L . fp .
ot . 1 - i

i1
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Community Notices

+ SOCIAL B L L =T = 24 SANDEMAN BUILD
 FUN - -, H I ¥ PERION, Eagadg

+/ FAMILY FRIENDLY 2.1/ ; )

 HEALTH/FITNESS  ° /7 REDAW S _ BENDIGD
 ALLAGES - i :

o ALL ABILITIES

+" SOCIAL EVENTS
Trivia might + Dinners
+ BB s + more!

nwd

4

=

MAIOR ANHUAL EVENTS
5K Frenzy

KINDLY SPONSORED BY Bendigo Bank Dragon Mile HTH LETI E 5

King & Queen of the Mountain
W Ene FOR EVERYONE
A family focused

athletics club for all
ages aond abilities.

58 Ratreat Road, Flora Hill VIC 3

SOCIAL
FUN
FAMILY FRIENDLY
- i — TRACK HEALTH/FITNESS
=_-‘ ——— Competition season: ALL AGES
] October to April
Saturday atternoon ALL ABILITIES

Chub members can compebir in & rango of track SOCIAL EVENTS

avants including 100m, 20dm, 400m, 800m, Trivia night + Dinners + BBQ's

1500m, 3000m, 5000m, 10km, Race Walking, and more!

Hurdios and Steeplachase. “minimam ago 12yr.

CROSS COUNTR
Winter F

Apl September
Saturday 2pm

Clulby mambers can compali and prastice in Shol
Put, Javelin, Discus and Hammer Throw.
“minimum age 12yr.

Bendigo Hamers host club runs aach Saturday in
tha winter season, distances inclede 500m, 1km
&nd a optignal leng o short run batwean 3km to

" :‘“' Compelition season:

COACHING

All year round
= October to April b ;

« Saturday afternoon

Club mombers can compate and develop Coaching and training options ane available and
technical skills in Long Jump, Triple Jumnp, High generally opan fo membears and non-mambars.
Jump and Pole Vault, “minimum age 12yr, Contact us lor mora information on training

timas and locations.

g ﬁ?{ﬂgﬁ%ﬁaﬁ strathps.vic edu.ag W‘“"’ k- e .lmdn-ff- Aeqlfi--_.i'r “ Strath Primary (5] strath_primary
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